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The speakers importance for the message

* Early in my career | was introduced to research that showed a
communication was more likely to be accepted if the receivers had
knowledge of and trusted the communicator..

* | therefore list the important experiences that have shaped the views
| present to you today.



Formative influences on my presentation

* Experience as youth employment counsellor***

* Experience as part-time (evening )youth worker™***

* Experience as primary school teacher*

* Experience as secondary school teacher**

* Experience as Warden of Edinburgh University Settlement **x*%x**
* Experience as Director of the School of Community Studies.******
* Experience as part-time Commisionner of Racial Equality™***

* Experience in Sweden as Consultant to child care & school
development projects. ******



Playwork Background

* 1961 Founder member of IPA
* International IPA Council member & Editor of Playrights journal.
* Made Honorary Member 1985

* Special interests

e Adventure play grounds
* Work with youth with social problems.



Definition of play that underlies all my work

* 1989 at IPA International Council in Tokyo Japan | chaired an
International seminar of 100 play experts who worked with Professor

Joe Frost of USA as Konsult all day on a suitable definition of play for
playwork .

* The seminar accepted unanimously the following definition

* “The need for play arises from within the child or young person
to meet needs within the child or young person itself and to
meet goals chosen by the child or young person itself and
without the need for adult direction.



his definition can be applied to all ages of
childhood and youth and can determine the way
to work to meet the need at every stage.

* It clearly explains that the
 aim of playwork and the role of the play worker

e cannot be to direct, control or teach the player
* If we accept this definition

* then we accept that all play work is a helping process that can be
applied to all stages of childhood and youth and differs only due to
the the nature of the needs at the different stages.

* | define this as the facilitating process or that of helping the person
persons or communitv to achieve their own eoals



My approach to the role of the play-worker

This enables us to understand that the role of the
playworker at every stage is that of the
Facilitator —helping others to achieve their goals



Advice to staff working with adults
not these models
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Sharing ldeas on importance of all work with
children & youth to be within the community

* In 1980 | found myself sharing a conference platform as ‘keynote
speaker with

* Yuri Bronfennbrenner who was describing his research that showed
that in the modern industrial societies the important ‘meso’
(community) intercommunicating system - between ‘makro’(society)
and ‘mikro’ family — was disappearing and he was emphasising the
importance of work in the community to support social development.

* | was describing the importance to work as facilitator with children
and youth in the community to support their social needs.

* We agreed that we were each emphasisng the same important
message.
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Chart showing comprehensive playwork as a
continuing process within the community context
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Playworker’s role & work method changes with
development stage & needs

XYork method 1.Playgronud

Flayeronnd Worker
supe1vises play withont
controlling,. Works on Imargin
of plaveronnd context 1o
facilitate opportirates for
children.
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Ot reacht’ waonk
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YWork method 6. Unattached
Yok

The mast ditficult and
deimanding, form of smrIk.
The worker 15 lumselierzelf
nattached - wath the street or
neighbomhood as the work
context..
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Diagram 1.Model of extension work with children and youth .
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Diagram 2. Applying model to extension provision in a primary school area,

PARK

£ N
IMeighbouthood
Play Fark.

Shared with
ptitriEry school
areas in
heighbouhood

Staffed curing
school and
after-school
hours.

Cpen all

4 Residential Area

Zmall Flay spaces
betaeen houses -
differing according to
type of housing,

Perhaps sorme individual
gardens hiaybe

nursery or child care
centre with sroall outdoor

hours

PARK

Orther Pritnary 8chool
Areas in neighbourhood

play space

~

vy

Small Play spaces
betaeen honses -
differing according o
type of housing,

Perhaps individual
gardens. hayhbe

nursery or child care
cenfre with small outdoor
play space

Small Play spaces
betaeen houses -
differing according, to type of
housing,

Perhaps some individual
gardens. hayhbe

nursery or child care centre
with srnall outdoor play space,

School Playoround

Cutcoor

CIppEn
Flayground
Staffed outsicle
school hours.

Zmall Flay spaces
betaeen houses -
differing according o
type of housing Perhaps
some individual gardens.
hayhe

nursery or child care
centre with small outdoor,
play space

Residential Area

winld alen have a staffed Secondary School

neighbourhood playeround
- wirh a different speciality
g, Adventure Play Animal
play - also shared with other
neighbourhhod primary

achoalz t

P

FCould be integrated with school facilities
and have access to all special activity areas




